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it found in Manikka Vasahar's compositions."16    Here are a
few specimens of his songs :
" Indta or Visnu or Brahm,
Their divine bliss crave not I;
I seek the love of Thy saints,
Though my house perish thereby.
To the worst hell will I go,
So but Thy grace be with me.
Best of all, how could my heart
Think of a God beside Thee? "17
" I have no fear of births, but quake at thought that
I  must  die-
E'en heav'n to me were naught; for earth's whole
empire what care I?1
O Siva wreathed with honeyed blossoms, when shall
come the morn
When Thou wilt grant Thy grace to me?    I cry with
anguish torn."18
" Myself I cannot understand, nor what is day or night;.
He who both word and' thought transcends has reft my
senses quite*
He who for bull has Visnu, and in Perundurai dwells,
O light supreme, in Brahman guise has cast on me
strange spells. "1&<
" I had no virtue,  penance, knowledge,  self-control
A doll to turn
At others' will I danced, whistled, fell.    But me
He filled in every limb,.
With love's mad longing, and that I might climb
there whence is no return s
He shewed His beauty, made me His.   Ah me, when
shall I go to Him."20*
16Pope: Op. cit.f p. xxxvi.
l?Kingsbury and Phillips: Op. cit., p. &9.
18 Ibid., p. 91.
19 Ibid., p.  121.
20 Ibid, p.  127.